byways.org

Talimena Scenic Drive

Visual delights await those who travel
along the Talimena Scenic Drive. See
vistas with shades of green in the
foreground's forests to blue haze in the
distant mountains. Rocky fields and
trees gnarled from winter winds and ice
testify to the harsh environment the
early settlers encountered in these
mountains.

Length: 54 miles / 86.4 km Local Information

Talimena Scenic Drive Association
918-567-3434
Send E-mail

Time to 1 to 2 hours to drive or 5
Allow: hours to enjoy this byway.

Oklahoma

Choctaw Ranger District -
Ouachita National Forest
918-653-2991

Send E-mail

Visitor Services
Camping

Camping opportunities are available along the byway through Winding Stair
National Recreation Area, the Ouachita National Forest, and Queen
Wilhelmina State Park. Talimena State Park is avaliable for camping with RV
hook-ups; located at the western terminus of the drive in Oklahoma.
To reserve a campground visit ReserveUSA.com:
¥ Cedar Lake
Food
Dining opportunities are available at Queen Wilhelmina Inn. Food service are
also available in Big Cedar, OK.
Gasoline
Gas is available in Big Cedar, OK.

Information

There are two information stations for this byway. One is on the western
terminus on Oklahoma State Route 1 and the other is near Mena at the eastern
terminus of the drive.
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Talimena Scenic Drive

Lodging
Queen Wilhelmina State Park offers accommodations at the Queen
Wilhelmina Inn.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retalil

The only shopping along the byway itself is at the visitor centers. Other
shopping is available at local towns.

0600

Special Considerations

There are no road services available on the Talimena Scenic Drive. Traveler services,
including food, fuel, lodging, and vehicle service are available at distances of 5 miles or
more in Big Cedar, OK: Talihina, OK; Heavener, OK; Poteau, OK; and Mena, AR.
Towing services are available.

Due to the length of the many steep grades on the route, commercial traffic is strongly
discouraged from using this route. Recreational vehicles and vehicles with recreational
trailers are advised of the need to check and rest their brakes. The route has no paved
shoulders and no areas to pass.

The route receives no plowing or sanding in the winter months and is considered closed
during seasons of snow and ice. Year-round, low-hanging rain clouds or smoke from
springtime prescribed fire, will cause fog-like conditions on the route and increase
driving time. Travelers should also be careful when driving if fog is present.

Due to the winter cold and the lack of electricity along the route, many facilities close for
the season. Travelers are encouraged to call the U.S. Forest Service in advance for days
of operation and up-to-date recreation and facility information.

All of the visitor centers and points of interest associated with the Talimena Scenic Drive,
except the Robert S. Kerr Nature Center, have barrier-free facilities and welcome byway
travelers with physical challenges.

Restrictions
Temporary closure of the Byway is possible during winter months due to snowfall.
Seasons

Best Time to Drive

The splendors of the new spring greens and the fall color season enhance the
vividness of the views and will maximize your experience.

Page 2 of 9



Talimena Scenic Drive

High Season

The fall color season also attracts the highest number of vehicles and tour buses at
any one time, particularly on the weekends and at the facilities. The best fall color
can be seen the last weekend of October through the second weekend of November.

Map and Directions
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Driving Directions

The byway begins at the junction of US Hwy 271 and State Road 1 in the Ouachita
National Forest about eight miles east of Talihina, OK. * Start the byway by driving State
Road 1 east from Highway 271. * The byway will intersect with Highway 259. Continue

on State Road 1. * In Arkansas, State Road 1 becomes State Road 88. * The byway ends
in Mena, AR.
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Talimena Scenic Drive

Getting to the Byway
i, Nearby Cities

Little Rock, AR (146 miles / 234.96 km, 3 hours) Context

) map
I-30 westbound, Little Rock, AR

_ ®
Start: N 34.746iW 92.265i[?]

¥ Geton I-30 west.

¥ Stay on I-30 west until the intersection with
US-70 west.

¥ Follow US-70 west until you merge onto

Directions: US-270 west.

¥ Travel on US-270 and turn to the left when
it becomes US-270/US-71.

¥ Follow US-71 until you reach the city of
Mena where the byway begins.

Junction with % Intersection of US-71 and Mena St., Mena, AR

byway: N.34.583iW 94.235i[?]
Tulsa, OK (140 miles / 225.31 km, 2 hours 32 minutes) Context
ma
Start: [-40 southbound,Tulsa, OK P
' N.36.051iW 95.755i[?]
¥ Take the Muskogee Turnpike southeast to I-40.
¥ Go east on 1-40 to Exit 307.
¥ Turn south on U.S. 59.
L ¥ Just past Poteau, turn onto U.S. 271 toward
Directions:

Wister.

¥ In the Ouachita National Forest turn east on
State Route 1, the beginning of the Talimena
Scenic Byway in Oklahoma.

Junction 4 OK-1, Ouachita National Forest, OK
with N.34.797iW.94.954i[7?]
byway:
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Talimena Scenic Drive

Road Trip:

Itinerary For Talimena Scenic Drive
Departure: West End Visitor Information Station
Destination: East End Visitor Information Station
Time to allow: 1 day

Pack a lunch or bring charcoal for a warm meal. As you head east stop at the developed
vistas and historical sites.

¥ Start: West End Visitor Information Station

Whether you are entering the byway or leaving the byway. The West End Visitor
Information Station is a great place to rest up, get updates on weather reports,
and shop for souvenirs.

¥ Stop 1:0Id Military Road Historic Site

Directions from previous place:  Follow SR 1

Distance from Previous Site: 1.5 miles/ 2.4 km
Travel Time from Previous Site: 20 minutes
Suggested Time at This Site: 15 minutes

Visit the old historic site that features the original Military Road used by soldiers
during the Civil War. The Old Military Road Historic Site is a great place to sit
down and enjoy a picnic.

¥ Stop 2:Panorama Vista

Directions from previous place: Follow SR 1

Distance from Previous Site: 4 miles / 6.4 km a3
Travel Time from Previous Site: 25 minutes g
Suggested Time at This Site: 20 minutes

This scenic vista provides an almost 270 degree view of Blue Mountain, Lake
Wister, Holson Valley, Talihina, Oklahoma, Tombstone Mountain, and the
Potato Hills.

Page 5 of 9


http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58032
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58032
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58032
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58033
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58033
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58033
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58070
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58070
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2485/places/58070

Talimena Scenic Drive

¥ Stop 3:Horse Thief Spring Historic Site and Picnicground

Directions from previous Follow SR 1. A sign will indicate the
place: site.

Distance from Previous Site: 9.5 miles/ 15.2 km
Travel Time from Previous 35 minutes

Site:

Suggested Time at This Site: 40 minutes

Horse Thief offers trails located along logging roads of the 1920's. Some of these
trails follow routes horse thieves used in the 1800's. These outlaws made their
camps and corrals near the top of Winding Stair Mountain.

¥ Stop 4:Winding Stair Campground
Directions Continue on SR 1. An entrance sign is

from previous along the highway indicating the
place: campground junction.

Distance from 4 miles / 6.4 km
Previous Site:

Travel Time 20 minutes

from Previous

Site:

Suggested 1 hour 30 minutes
Time at This

Site:

This mountain-top, solar-powered campground offers an excellent opportunity
for getting away from the hustle and bustle of city life. Take a hike or stay
overnight! Water supplies at this campground have not been reliable so call
before you come to camp if you need a source of water.

¥ Stop 5:Kerr Nature Center

Directions from  Continue along SR 1. An entrance
previous place: sign is along the highway.

Distance from 7 miles/11.2 km
Previous Site:

Travel Time from 25 minutes
Previous Site:

Suggested Time at 1 hour

This Site:

Located at the Kerr Nature Center are three interpretive trails feature a variety of
plants which are identified by trail signs.
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¥ Stop 6:Sunset Vista
Directions from  Continue along SR 1. There is an
previous place: identification sign along the highway

Distance from 1.5 miles/ 2.4 km
Previous Site:

Travel Time 10 minutes
from Previous

Site:

Suggested Time 20 minutes
at This Site:

The only west facing vista along the byway.
¥ Stop 7:Castle Rock Vista

Directions from Continue along SR 1. There will be an
previous place: identification sign along the highway

Distance from 4.5 miles/ 7.2 km
Previous Site:

Travel Time 20 minutes
from Previous

Site:

Suggested Time 20 minutes
at This Site:

This vista has the best opportunity for byway travelers to get off the byway and
get a close up view of these very old members of the white oak "family tree".

¥ Stop 8: State Line Historic Marker

Directions from Continue on SR 1 until you
previous place: reach the state line
Distance from 6 miles /9.6 km

Previous Site:

Travel Time from 25 minutes

Previous Site:

Suggested Time at 30 minutes
This Site:

Drug up the mountain by mules, this five-foot iron marker delineates the historic
line between the Choctaw Nation and the State of Arkansas.
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¥ Stop 9:Pioneer Cemetery Historic Site

Directions from previous place: Continue along SR 88

Distance from Previous Site: 5 miles / 8.0 km
Travel Time from Previous Site: 25 minutes
Suggested Time at This Site: 15 minutes

The story of the Old Pioneer Cemetery on top of Rich Mountain is a patchwork
of tales and parts of tales handed down through the generations of the families
who lived on the mountain.

¥ Stop 10:Queen Wilhelmina State Park

Directions from previous place: Continue along SR 88.

Distance from Previous Site: 4 miles / 6.4 km M

Travel Time from Previous Site: 20 minutes
Suggested Time at This Site: 1 hour 30 minutes

This state park offers a beautiful lodge and restaurant on a ridge top with
spectacular views. The State Park offers a number of opportunities for walking
and hiking.

¥ Stop 11:Rich Mountain Fire Tower
Directions from Continue along SR 88. There will be

previous place: sign indicating the pull out for this
stop.

Distance from 1.5 miles/ 2.4 km
Previous Site:

Travel Time 5 minutes
from Previous

Site:

Suggested Time 40 minutes
at This Site:

A great place to experience climbing an old fire tower and enjoy a picnic lunch
on this end of the byway.

¥ End: East End Visitor Information Station

Directions from previous place: Continue along SR 88
Distance from Previous Site: 8 miles/12.8 km
Travel Time from Previous Site: 25 minutes

Pick up an official travel guide at this information station.
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Total Distance Traveled : 56.5 miles / 90.4 km
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