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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

The Dinosaur Diamond runs through the
best land in the world to learn about
dinosaurs. Numerous sites are available
to the public where bones and tracks are
still visible in the ground. Many
museums along the way add to the
opportunities to see and learn about
dinosaurs.

Length: 480 miles / 768.0 km

Local Information
Colorado

Time to 10 hours to drive or 10 days Dinosaur Journey Museum

Allow:

to enjoy the byway. 970-858-7782
Send E-mail
Utah
Castle Country Travel Bureau
435-637-3009
800-842-0789
Send E-mail

Visitor Services

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities

The Dinosaur Diamond includes portions of the I-70 and various U.S.
Highways. Because of this, bicycle travel along the actual route may be
prohibited and/or dangerous. However, there are numerous trails off the
byway that delight visitors who come to the area. The Kokopelli Tralil is
designed and built for mountain bike travel between Moab and Fruita. Foot
travel along the actual byway route is dangerous for the same reasons
bicycling is. Hiking for recreation, solitude, or sight-seeing in the area of the
Dinosaur Diamond is very popular and there are many trails that you can
follow.

Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information

Historical markers, developed overlooks, and informational kiosks are
available along the byway.

Lodging

There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

06000

Special Considerations

¥ The mountain passes at Reservation Ridge on US 191 in Utah and Douglas Pass
on CO 139 in Colorado can be treacherous during winter storms. These roads are
rarely, if ever, officially closed but sometimes a few hours delay would be
prudent.

¥ All points along the Diamond are subject to snowfall with snow cover lasting
longer in the northern and higher elevation areas than in the lower elevation and
southern portions.

¥ Dinosaur trackways are difficult if not impossible to see under snow cover.

Restrictions

¥ The Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry is closed during the winter months.

¥ Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry is at the end of 13 miles of gravel road that is
accessible to family sedans in all weather except deep snow.

¥ The Mill Canyon Dinosaur Trail and Copper Ridge Dinosaur Trackway can be
reached by a couple miles of dirt road, accessible to 2-wheel drive vehicles in
good weather but not advisable for the same vehicles in wet weather.

¥ Tour buses are not able to reach Mill Canyon Dinosaur Trail and the Copper
Ridge Dinosaur Tracksite.

Seasons

Best Time to Drive
The byway can be driven year round.
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Fall
Many seasoned travelers prefer autumn months to travel this byway, due to moderate
temperatures and a relative lack of crowds.

High Season
Summer is the busiest time to drive the byway.

Shoulder Season
April, May, September, and October are especially nice times to drive and explore
the many features of the byway.

Spring
The byway is quite pleasant during spring, especially in the warmer southern
sections of Utah. Moab is a popular Spring Break destination, however. Travelers
should be especially prepared for sudden changes in the weather in spring.

Summer
It can be very hot during the midsummer months along the byway.

Winter
During the winter months, the southern section of the byway near Moab is still
enjoyable for activities such as hiking.
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Map and Directions
Standard Map - North Colorado Section
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Standard Map - North Utah Section
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Standard Map - South Colorado Section
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Standard Map - South Utah Section

— Hina Mie Caryon Backway

o
@ § Ui L0
Uintah & Curay
Indian Reservation g
Wellington % . " T
Q'gll r T 1 '|
a 1] o §
a g Miles !
tl:ilr'wl.and‘-_lllmd & !
inasaur Cual
Hat'l Har Lndmk. 1 E
La I
":""Ce — T
R, |
6 :
£
Window Blind o 'I
Peak
7,030 fr. Dinosaur Diamond f i
»® Green River, Prehistoric Highway H
5P 4 ) Green River 4 < A
g =g John Wesley Pawell '~
Rresr History - . =
Blursewam 70 Ciscoy, romer
Site af
Lippar = =
& Rid T Dewey L.
70 . D?r?ﬁurlr:;:-_k- Calorada :ﬁ ensicn i -
Launch Way Site / o |
Complex |
' i
_PI_K her !
Temple Mt N he:‘ o .
emple Min - arian
1Al
6. )23 = @ G Dinns-a-zmlll b3 '
F@) Big Band I Maab: Manti - La Sal 1
2 Rec Site MY 0o o aurie Mational i
Musﬁurn o Farest
- Moab " '
tli:]?lm Dead Horsa lick k& Bike T II !
ey © laryd Painl Mesa g I-hrack Bk el
N L ealunds Tomasaki M. !
Capiol Reaf Park 12,230 fo. X '
Country Scenic - M. Peal 1
L~ Byway ™ I2..?2'I F:.x ! %3&
n | L
/_,_; Hanksville -| Q
- (46)
Glen .
@ % Cﬂ?m". b La Sal '!II
LS : NG '1.
/ % ? L ”Ntllu |
| District
Bicentennial Eﬁf‘;’; [ - '!
e '.
[ L 1
Legend:
®  Point of Interest A Campground s Featured Byway T Wate . State Border
- J:—' r I and Background
% Park #  Picnic/Rest Area ___ A marica's Byways
& B wildiife Refuge Urban Area
) ’@" Interstate
¥ Mountain e Other Byway .
. Mational Forest and Tribal Mation
) City im;i’ U.5. Highway Other Boad Mational Park Land
) Capital _,.4@.‘.:]" State Highway - - . . Trail Wilderness Area Military Base

Driving Directions

The Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway travels through two states (Colorado and
Utah), creating a loop that resembles a diamond shape. The byway begins in Grand
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Junction, CO and travels west through Moab, Green River, Price, Vernal, then crosses
back into Colorado to Rangely, Fruita, and back to Grand Junction. The byway can be
followed to the north going in a counterclockwise direction, or to the west, going in a
clockwise direction. ###Colorado Section### The Colorado section of the Dinosaur
Diamond travels through the western portion of the state. * Start at the Utah-Colorado
border on US-40. * Turn south onto CO-64 at Dinosaur and continue to Rangely. * From
Rangely, travel south on SR 139 to Loma. * From Loma, travel east to Fruita on US 6
and Grand Junction. * To loop back to the UT section, travel west on I-70 to the UT/CO
border, where this section of the byway ends. ###Utah Section### ####UT/CO Border
via I-70 to Moab#### * The Utah Section starts at the UT/CO border on I-70. Go west. *
Take exit 212, the eastern Cisco exit, and turn left over the Interstate. * A mile and a half
west of Cisco is the three-way junction with UT-128. *Turn left and head south toward
the Colorado River, Castle Valley, and Moab. * At the intersection with US 191, turn left
(south) to reach Moab, UT. ####Moab, UT to Green River, UT#### * Turn right (north)
onto US 191 and cross the Colorado River. * Continue north to Crescent Junction and
[-70. * Take I-70 west past Green River, UT. ####Green River, UT to Price, UT#### *
Two miles west of Green River, UT turn north at exit 156 onto US 6/191. * Head north
towards Price, UT, about 60 miles northwest. ####Price, UT to Duchesne, UT#### *
From Price, continue north and west on US 6/191 through the town of Helper. * Four
miles north of Helper is where US 6/191 splits. Take the right-hand turn onto US-191 that
goes down and over the Price River, the railroad tracks, and around the coal-fired power
plant you see there. * Continue on US-191 44 miles up Willow Creek Canyon, up and
over Reservation Ridge with a pass at just over 9,000 feet above sea level, and down
through Indian Canyon to the town of Duchesne, UT in the Uintah Basin. ####Duchesne,
UT to Vernal, UT#### * A few blocks after crossing the Strawberry River, there is a stop
sign that divides US 191 from US 40. * Turn right and head east on US 40 through
Myton at the Duchesne River bridge and then through Roosevelt. * US 40 continues on
into Vernal ending up on Main Street. ####Vernal, UT to UT/CO Border#### * Take US
40 east for 12 miles to reach Jensen, UT. * Continue east across the bridge over the
Green River. * Travel 18 miles to UT/CO border where this the Utah section of the
byway ends.

Getting to the Byway

e .

%1 Nearby Airports
Salt Lake City International Airport, UT (111 miles/178.64 km, 2 Context
hours) map

) Salt Lake City International Airport (SLC)
Start P Naormnw 111.987i[7]

¥ Exit the airport onto 1-80 eastbound.

Directions: ¥ Turn onto I-15 southbound.
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¥ Continue on I-15 through Salt Lake City,
Draper, over the point of the mountain, Lehi,
and past Orem and Provo.

¥ Take US 6 toward Price.

¥ At the junction of US 191 and US 6 the byway
begins. You can turn onto US 191 to proceed
on the byway toward Duchesne and Vernal, or
continue on US 6 to take the byway through
Price and on to Green River and Moab.

Junction junction of SR-6 and US 191
with N.39.727iW.110.869i[?]
byway:

S, Nearby Cities

Denver, CO(250 miles / 402.34 km, 4 hours) Context

ma
@ 4600 Washington St. Denver, CO P

Start: N 39.780;W 104.979i[?]

¥ Get on |-70 west out of Denver.
Directions: ¥ Follow I-70 to Fruita/Grand Junction where
you will join the byway.

Junction with % On ramp to I-70 from US-6/50, Grand Junction, CO

byway: N.39.112iW 108.644i[?]
Salt Lake City, UT (118 miles / 189.90 km, 2 hours 8 minutes) Context
ma

Start: @ Salt Lake City International Airport (SLC) P

' N.40.771iW 111.987i[?]

¥ Exit the airport onto 1-80 eastbound.
o ¥ Take 1-80 east just past Kimball Junction.

Directions:

¥ Get on US-40 and go southeast to Duchesne
where you enter the byway.

Junction with % Intersection of 100 W and US-40, Duchesne, UT
byway: N.40.164iW 110.403i[?]
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Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

Road Trip:
Culture and Archaeology on Dinosaur Diamond
Prehistoric Highway - Colorado

Departure: Dinosaur Welcome Center
Destination: Fruita
Time to allow: 1 day

Explore a segment of the Colorado section of Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway.
Each point offers a new insight into the culture or ancient history of the area.

¥ Start; Dinosaur Welcome Center
™ — |
- o L'

Stop here for information before you start your trip. The staff are happy to
answer any questions you may have, and you'll have access to a number of
helpful brochures.
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¥ Stop 1:Rangely Museum

Directions Leaving the Dinosaur Welcome Center, drive

from southeast on CO-64 (Stegosaurus Freeway)

previous for 19 miles. Turn right onto Kennedy Dr.

place: Rangely Museum is located at 150 Kennedy |
Dr. Rangely, CO

Distance 19 miles/30.4 km
from

Previous

Site:

Travel 23 minutes
Time

from

Previous

Site:

Suggestedl hour
Time at

This Site:

Visit the Rangely Museum, which displays Native American artifacts and details
the pioneer settlement of the region and the area's energy development. Be sure
to check out the dinosaur trackway exhibit, one of the museum favorites.
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¥ Stop 2: Canyon Pintado

Directions Leaving the Rangely Museum, go north for

from 0.1 miles, then turn right onto CO-64. Take

previous CO-64 east for approximately 0.2 miles, then ot _

place: turn south onto CO-139. Canyon Pintado is =~ °
along CO-139.

Distance 0.3 miles/ 0.5 km

from

Previous

Site:

Travel 2 minutes

Time

from

Previous

Site:

Suggested30 minutes

Time at

This Site:

Here, catch a glimpse of old Fremont Indian culture as you drive CO-139.
Interpretive panels add detail to the sights. Note the rock art panels, which give
modern-day visitors insight into the culture and history of a culture long gone.

Page 12 of 14


http://byways.org/explore/byways/2474/places/35523
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2474/places/35523
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2474/places/35523

Dinosaur Diamond Prehistoric Highway

¥ Stop 3: Colorado National Monument

Directions Take CO-139 south for 42.8 miles. Merge g
from onto |-70 East via the ramp on the left toward | #&
previous  Grand Junction and drive for 4.1 miles. Take gt 42
place:  the CO-340 Exit (Exit 19) toward Fruitaand
drive for 0.3 miles. Turn right onto CO-340
East and follow for 2.3 miles. Turn slight
right onto Rim Rock Drive and follow for 0.2
miles until you arrive at the northwest
entrance to Colorado Nat'l Monument.

Distance 50 miles/80.0 km
from

Previous

Site:

Travel 1 hour 5 minutes
Time

from

Previous

Site:

Suggested2 hours

Time at

This Site:

At Colorado National Monument, archaeology and Colorado landscape
pleasantly mix. Note the grandeur of the cliffs and canyons on the north end of
the Uncompahgre Plateau while examining prehistoric Indian rock art preserved
for thousands of years.
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¥ End: Fruita

Directions Leaving Colorado National Monument go

from north on Rim Rock Drive toward CO-340 for

previous 0.2 miles, then turn left onto CO-340 West

place: and drive for approximately 2.8 miles until
you reach Fruita.

Distance 3 miles/ 4.8 km
from

Previous

Site:

Travel 5 minutes

Time

from

Previous

Site:

End your trip in the quirky town of Fruita. Though weird and unconventional, the
town is a warm place to stop and explore a different kind of culture and grab a
bite to eat.

Total Distance Traveled : 72.3 miles / 115.7 km
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