
Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway
This byway will lead you on a delightful
adventure as it winds its way around
spiraling "pig-tail" shaped bridges,
through six rock tunnels, among
towering granite pinnacles and over
pristine, pine-clad mountains.
Highlights include Mt. Rushmore,
Harney Peak, Sylvan Lake, the Needle's
Eye and Cathedral Spires rock
formations.

Length: 68 miles / 108.8 km

Time
to
Allow:

Allow four hours to drive
the byway or one day to
experience the entire byway. Local Information

Black Hills National Forest
605-673-9200

Custer State Park
605-255-4515

Visitor Services
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
For most wilderness explorers there are numerous hiking trails in the Black
Hills National Forest and in Custer State Park, both of which are bordered by
the byway.

For cyclists, the Mickelson Trail is a good choice for touring the area. It is a
"rails to trails" path that runs parallel to the byway next to Highway 16/385.
Centennial Trail is also an option for hikers and bikers. The trail crosses the
byway in 3 places and offers beautiful views of the Peter Norbeck Wilderness.

Camping
Find reservation information for the following campgrounds on these pages
from ReserveUSA.com:

¥ Bismarck Lake Campground
¥ Horsethief Lake Campground
¥ Iron Creek Horse Camp
¥ Orveille Campground
¥ Willow Creek Horse Camp
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Food
The Peter Norbeck Scenic Byway features restaurants with Buffalo on the
menu. Byway restaurants include unique cuisine with classic cooking styles.
Favorites include Buffalo Burgers, pheasant, and walleye pike.

Find food establishments in Custer, Hill City, and Rapids City, along with
small lodges in Custer State Park.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available in Custer, Hill City, and Rapids City.

Information
There are visitor information centers, ranger stations, and other facilities found
along this byway.

Lodging
Lodging is available in Custer, Hill City, and nearby Rapids City.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
Public Restrooms are available in Custer, Hill City, and nearby Rapids City.
Vault or flushing toilets are also available at most campgrounds along the
byway.

Retail
Retail services available in Custer, Hill City, and nearby Rapids City.

Special Considerations
Portions of the byway have steep grades, sharp curves, and tunnels with height and width
restrictions. Also, Custer State Park and Mt. Rushmore are fee sites. Finally, watch out
for wildlife and other byway visitors.

Restrictions
¥ Custer State Park and Mt. Rushmore are both fee sites, and portions of US 16A

south of Mt. Rushmore and SD 87 east of Sylvan Lake are closed during the
winter.

¥ Speed limits along the Byway range from 20-45 mph because portions of the
Byway have steep grades, sharp curves, and tunnels with height and width
restrictions.

¥ Busses, RVs, and trailers may find it difficult or impossible to negotiate the
hairpin turns and tunnels of the byway. Contact Custer State Park for more
information.
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Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Spring through Autumn

High Season
May through September

Map and Directions
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Legend:

Driving Directions
¥ From Custer, follow US Highway 16A east past Highway 89.
¥ At SD Highway 87, turn left or continue straight on 16A. Highway 87 continues

past a junction with US 385 to intersect with Highway 16A.
¥ Follow Highway 16A to the right, past Mt. Rushmore.
¥ Follow Highway 16A back to Custer, or take Highway 36 to Hermosa.
¥ If you follow Highway 16A past Highway 87, stay on Highway 16A as it turns to

the left and splits with Highway 36.
¥ To continue around the loop, take SD Highway 87 at the junction just before

Keystone, and follow Highway 87 back to Highway 16A.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby Cities

Rapid City, SD (22 miles / 35.41 km, 35 minutes)

Start:
Intersection of St Joseph St and Mt
Rushmore Rd, Rapid City, SD
N 44.081¡W 103.231¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take US-16 southwest to Rushmore
Rd. interchange.

¥ Continue south on US-16 to SD-244
in Mt Rushmore National Monument
where the byway begins.

Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of US-16 & SD-244
N 43.886¡W 103.437¡[?]
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